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LumionÂ .Protesters waited in long lines and listened to some speakers at a rally that
wrapped up two hours early because of a water shortage. Police, security and parks

officials in the Birmingham suburb of Homewood were stretched as about 500 people
gathered at a square in the heart of black Birmingham. The rally participants, most in
their 20s, chanted "what do we want? Justice! When do we want it? Now!" and walked
in and out of the massive demonstration, which lasted about an hour and a half. "We

feel like we are citizens of this world and we want to have our voices heard," said
protester Donzella Scott, 20. "We want to make sure our communities are safe and
there's justice for the system." More than 1,000 city of Birmingham residents and

several pastors and civil rights activists were arrested during a Birmingham church sit-
in in 1965 that helped spark the modern civil rights movement. Many of those who
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showed up Saturday said they were inspired by two African-American women -- sisters
Brittany Woodall, 24, and Chastity Woodall, 23 -- who recently released a book titled,
"Justice & Sustainability," that details their personal histories in black Birmingham and
the nation. Barry Dale, 50, stood behind the sisters to show his support as he has done

in the past. A couple of blocks away, Aubrey Cummings was also there, although he
was not aware of the sisters -- who are his third cousins. "I understand the importance
of this and just show up today and show our support," Cummings said. "We just want

to take a stand and say that we care about our communities." The women's book
focuses on Birmingham's Civil Rights District, a national historic landmark where rallies

took place in the 1940s and where the city's first black mayor served from 1991 to
1997. Birmingham, in turn, has been home to a black university, library, museum,
theater and a thriving African-American community, like Homewood. The sisters

documented their hometown through historic photographs, newspaper clippings and
interviews, as well as with family members, friends and colleagues. They chose

Birmingham because of its significant racial history, they said, adding that they wanted
to understand their family tree and how their lives intersected with the historical

events that unfolded there
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